
GLOBAL STUDIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Comparative Studies 597.01

Professor David Horn

Office Hours: Tuesday 3:30-5:00 p.m. and other times by appointment, 442 Hagerty Hall.  Phone: 292-2559, email: horn.5@osu.edu


1. Course Description
This course explores intersections of values, science, and technology cross-culturally and in a global context.  Its goal is to bring the critical traditions of the humanities to bear on such issues as the relations between western sciences and other ways of knowing; the links between technoscience and varied forms of political power; the gendering of science, technology and Nature; and the possibilities and limits of alternative scientific practices.  Class meetings will combine lecture and discussion and will be devoted to careful consideration of the assigned texts and the debates that frame them.  It is essential that you complete and reflect upon reading assignments before coming to class, and be prepared to contribute to the discussion.  You will be evaluated on the basis of your attendance, participation, and preparation of questions on the readings (20%), and on the basis of your performance on two papers (50%) and a final exam (30%).

If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.


2. Texts

(Available at SBX)

Faye Ginsburg and Rayna Rapp, eds., Conceiving the New World Order: The Global Politics of Reproduction (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995)

Susanna Hecht and Alexander Cockburn, The Fate of the Forest: Developers, Destroyers and Defenders of the Amazon (New York: Harper, 1990)

Bruno Latour, Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers through Society (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1987)

Mahmood Mamdani, The Myth of Population Control: Family, Caste and Class in an Indian Village (New York: Monthly Review, 1972)

Sharon Traweek, Beamtimes and Lifetimes: The World of High Energy Physics (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1988)

Photocopied Reader (indicated by asterisks)


3. Requirements
Three questions focused on the assigned readings will be due in class each day that a text is assigned, and should be typed or neatly handwritten.  The questions should reflect a careful and considered engagement with the issues raised by each author, though you may also wish to develop comparisons among texts.  The first essay (4-5 pages) will be due in class on May 8, and the second essay (4-5 pages) will be due in class on May 29 (May 22 for graduating seniors).  Guidelines for the papers will be distributed and discussed in class.  The final exam is scheduled for Monday, June 9 at 9:30 a.m. (June 3 at 9:30 for graduating seniors).  Please note that late questions and papers may not be evaluated.


4. Schedule of Readings
I. Values, Science, and Technology
April 1

Introductions

April 3

Latour, Science in Action, pp. 1-33, 60-62
II. In the Laboratory: The Culture(s) of Science
April 8

No Class

April 10
Latour, Science in Action, pp. 63-100

April 15
Sharon Traweek, Beamtimes and Lifetimes, pp. ix-73

April 17
Sharon Traweek, Beamtimes and Lifetimes, pp. 74-162

III. The Boundaries of the Scientific 
April 22
* Robin Horton, "African Traditional Thought and Western Science," in Rationality, ed. Bryan Wilson (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1977), pp. 131-171

April 24
Film: First Contact (Bob Connolly and Robin Anderson, 1987)

April 29
Latour, Science in Action, pp. 179-213

May 1

* F. Marglin, "Smallpox in Two Systems of Knowledge," in Dominating Knowledge, ed. F. Marglin and S. Marglin (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990), pp. 102-144

IV. Constructing the Problem of Population

May 6

Mahmood Mamdani, The Myth of Population Control, pp. 13-148

May 8

Film: La Operaciòn, Ana Maria Garcia (Cinema Guild), 1982

FIRST PAPER DUE
V. Technologies of Reproduction
May 13

Faye Ginsburg and Rayna Rapp, eds., Conceiving the New World Order, selections

May 15

Faye Ginsburg and Rayna Rapp, eds., Conceiving the New World Order, selections

VI. The Destruction of "Nature"
May 20

Hecht and Anderson, The Fate of the Forest, pp. 1-86

May 22

Film: Burden of Dreams, Les Blank with Maureen Gosling (Flower Films), 1982

May 27

Hecht and Anderson, The Fate of the Forest, pp. 180-239

VII. Science, Technology, and Postcolonialism
May 29

Film: Gorillas in the Mist
SECOND PAPER DUE
June 3

* Donna Haraway, "The Bio-politics of a Multicultural Field," in Primate Visions: Gender, Race and Nature in the World of Modern Science (New York: Routledge, 1989), pp. 244-275

June 5

Conclusions
5. Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in teaching, research, and other educational and scholarly activities. Thus, The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty.  Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and this syllabus may constitute “Academic Misconduct.”

The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination. Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct. 

If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University. 

If you have any questions about the above policy or what constitutes academic misconduct in this course please contact me. 

Other sources of information on academic misconduct (integrity) to which you can refer include:

· The Committee on Academic Misconduct web pages (oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html) 

· “Eight Cardinal Rules of Academic Integrity” (www.northwestern.edu/uacc/8cards.html) 

